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EPIDEMICS IN COLONIAL AMERICA. By John Duffy. Baton Rouge,
Louisiana State University Press, 1953. xi + 274 pp. $4.50.
Using newspapers, diaries, letters, and the records of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel and of some of the colonial governments, Duffy
has tried to fulfill a definite need for a history of the major infectious
diseases of colonial America. Since the sources are scattered and primarily
written by laymen, much of the material is sketchy, and, although Duffy has
been more conservative than some who have written on this period, some of
his diagnoses are open to question. He has concluded that, although small-
pox and yellow fever produced the most consternation, malaria, dysentery,
and respiratory diseases in the long run caused the greatest social and
economic loss. (He has not considered tuberculosis.) In the absence of
adequate statistical material, however, the relative mortality of the various
diseases remains largely a matter of speculation on the basis of personal
impressions.
Unfortunately, Duffy has made numerous errors of fact and, in the
opinion of this reviewer, of interpretation. He has offered broad generaliza-
tions without adducing sufficient evidence to support them. Since he has
dug out much useful information and many details from original sources,
persons particularly interested in the field may, with care, use the book
profitably. But Duffy has tried to do too much. Considerably more research
is necessary before anyone can write a comprehensive and accurate history
of infectious diseases in the American colonies.
JOHN B. BLAKE
DISORDERS OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM. Edited by Robert L. Craig.
A symposium presented at the twenty-fourth graduate fortnight of the
New York Academy of Medicine, 1951. New York, The Macmillan Com-
pany, 1952. xx + 301 pp. $5.50.
This book is a collection of the papers presented at the third graduate
fortnight in two decades on disorders of the circulatory system. It is the
first to be published. It is unfortunate that the others were not similarly
treated. The subjects range from intracellular lipid metabolism to circula-
tory responses to life situations. The fact that such a wide coverage is
attempted is not as amazing as that it is covered so well.
In the blurb on the dust-jacket the publisher selects two from the nine-
teen contributions as the most important. I must admit that it would be
difficult for me to make a similar selection without first very carefully
defining my frame of reference. I believe that probably every paper in this
volume is potentially important to the medical man-clinician, researcher,
or student.
Each subject is covered by an eminent leader in his particular field of
cardiovascular study, and the list of contributors reads like a Who's Who
in cardiovascular research. The price of this 301-page collection is $5.50 and
is not unreasonable, even in the unfortunate absence of an index.
J. M. Q.
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